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• This research has revealed the prejudice 
of the Italians  against Jews and Muslims. 

• 1528 people were interviewed by CATI 
system, a representative sample of Italian 
population stratified according to age, 
gender, place of residence. 

• For the interview we used a questionnaire 
that contained a battery of questions 
relating to the perception of Jews and 
Muslims.



• Racism, which was considered a residue of obsolete and 
outdated social systems, is emerging in the depths of 
Western nations with different characteristics from the 
past, but with a surprising and alarming virulence.

• Forms of racial prejudice, such as anti-Semitism, they 
reappear in unexpected contingencies, emerging as new 
and unexpected, while the anti-Islamism seems to 
challenge by diffusion and radicalism the worst 
historical manifestations of anti-Semitism of the early 
twentieth century .

• These waves of prejudice and racism, which follow each 
other at the dawn of the twenty-first century, reflect the 
many fears that crowd the landscape of our society, not 
only threatening its internal balance and cohesion, but 
the same democratic settings.



• The survey tells us that the historical civilizations of 
Judaism and Islam, with all their related cultural and 
religious world view, raise a little hostility, much less of 
antipathy caused by the current temporal order of those 
political communities who recognize themselves in such 
a root (i.e. the State of Israel and the Islamic States) and 
by the individuals who claim to belong to that tradition. 

• These latter are considered a priori very few loyal to the 
country where they reside (Italy), directed towards one’s 
own group and bearers of habits and customs difficult to 
adapt (or integrated) to Italian way of life and house 
rules. It is particularly true for the Muslim component. 

• In this perspective we can say that people of flesh and 
bones, who “show” symbols and signs of religious 
belonging arouse fears and prejudices, or confirm 
negative stereotypes.



Frequency Items Anti-Semitism (%)

False
Probably

False

Probably

True
True Total

The Jews are not very tolerant 54,45 15,44 14,29 15,81 100,00

Jews are more loyal to Israel than to this country 31,07 15,16 20,41 33,36 100,00

Jews have too much power in the business world and 

in international financial markets
35,35 10,89 20,20 33,57 100,00

Jews still talk too much about what happened to them 

in the Holocaust
46,19 7,80 16,39 29,61 100,00

The hostility of the Jews towards Christians began 2000 

years ago with the death of Christ.
42,69 12,03 16,44 28,84 100,00

Jews prefer to attend the members of their group by 

excluding other
36,54 16,00 18,84 28,62 100,00

The Judaism is a religion that has many values in 

common with our
9,41 4,86 20,60 65,13 100,00

Jews support the policy of Israel always and on 

principle
21,26 11,66 23,67 43,41 100,00

It is right to build places of prayer for Jews 13,49 2,96 10,51 73,05 100,00

The Israeli government is acting with the Palestinians 

like the Nazis did with Jews
41,43 17,11 21,99 19,47 100,00

The contribution of Jewish intellectuals in European 

culture has been important
5,75 3,09 18,51 72,65 100,00



Frequency Items Anti-Islamism (%)

False
Probably 

False

Probably

True
True Total

Muslims are not very tolerant 19,41 11,05 21,40 48,14 100,00

Islam is a religion too traditionalist unable to adapt 

to present time
16,68 9,11 21,34 52,88 100,00

Muslims prefer to attend the members of their group 

by excluding other
18,95 9,08 21,30 50,67 100,00

Muslims are more loyal to their country of origin 

than the country where they live
14,35 8,76 19,43 57,45 100,00

The Islamic religious leaders do too little to fight 

terrorism
11,86 7,43 22,72 57,99 100,00

Islam is a threat to Christian civilization 47,61 10,54 15,82 26,04 100,00

The Islam is a religion that has many values in 

common with our
33,28 14,60 20,39 31,72 100,00

The European culture is superior to Islamic culture 54,65 11,03 14,03 20,29 100,00

It is right to build places of prayer for Muslims 22,52 4,82 12,80 59,85 100,00

The contribution of Muslim intellectuals in the 

European culture has been important
16,30 10,38 23,86 49,46 100,00



Intolerance towards Jews (tab. 1) and Muslims (tab. 2), considered 

as a homogeneous group negatively qualified

(spread over four classes)

Frequency Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Less than 25 196 12.84 12.48

Between 25 e 49,99 547 35.94 48.78

Between 50 e 74,99 590 38.75 87.53

More than 75 190 12.47 100,00

Frequency Percent
Cumulative

Percent

Less than 25 73 4.77 4,27

Between 25 e 49,99 249 16.36 21.13

Between 50 e 74,99 621 40.75 61.88

More than 75 580 38.12 100,00

Tab.1 - Intolerance towards Jews

Tab. 2 - Intolerance towards Muslims



Tab. 3 - Dimension of prejudice in the scale of Anti-Semitism

Closeness of Group Conspiracy Perfect Victim

Less than 25 30,68 21,03 46,19

Between 25 e 49,99 28,92 24,02 7,80

Between 50 e 74,99 24,74 27,74 16,39

More than 75 15,66 27,21 29,61

Total 100,00 100,00 100,00

Old Anti-Semitism New Anti-Semitism

Less than 25 27,43 16,49

Between 25 e 49,99 34,00 18,93

Between 50 e 74,99 25,82 31,60

More than 75 12,75 32,98

Total 100,00 100,00

Tab. 4 - Old and New Anti-Semitism



Tab. 5 - Attitudes on Gaza attack and on boycott Israel

Not at all 

agree

Little 

agree

Somewhat 

agree

Totally 

agree
Total

Israel has every right to defend itself 

even by attacking the Palestinians as 

it did in Gaza

45,88 24,16 13,64 16,32 100,00

Extremist leaders both Israelis and 

Palestinians make it difficult to build 

peace in the Middle East

2,65 5,08 23,22 69,05 100,00

The Palestinians have a right to their 

land even disappearing Israel
76,32 17,61 3,38 2,69 100,00

Israelis and Palestinians may well 

continue to make war, but for our 

lives does not change anything

75,76 13,75 5,08 5,41 100,00

The international community must 

impose the peace in the Middle East
6,21 7,61 24,41 61,77 100,00

We must not buy Israeli products 69,66 16,52 7,46 6,36 100,00

We must not buy in shops run by 

Jews 80,57 13,05 3,07 3,32 100,00



Tab. 6 - Intolerance toward Jews and Muslims (intersection of single 

factors)

Frequency Percent

Pro Jews, Pro Muslims 233 14,66

Against Jews, Pro Muslims 99 6,47

Pro Jews, Against Muslims 520 34,12

Against Jews and Muslims 681 44,75

Total 1523 100,00

 This classification of the indicators showed that only 15% has no 

prejudice while 45% has simultaneously anti-Semitic and anti-Islamic 

feelings.

 Essentially 53% of the sample is anti-Semitic while the 79% is anti-

Muslims.

 Furthermore 65% of those who shows anti-Islamic feelings is at the 

same time anti-Semitic, while 91% of those who shows anti-Semitic 

attitudes is at the same time anti-Islamic.

 One might call this phenomenon as “INDISCRIMINATE 

DISCRIMINATION” or as “systemic and generalized racism”.



• This configuration of prejudice explains why 
there is a strong overlap between anti-
Semitism and anti-Islamism. 

• Jews and Muslims, although with differing 
percentages, are targets of a single prejudice, 
characterized by indifference to its victims and 
an alarming transitive property that makes it 
move easily from one target to another.

• We face the emergence of a public racist 
discourse that sees the “common” foreigner or 
the “otherwise” Italian or European a threat to 
a sense of group position.



Influence of variables on intolerance 

towards Jews and Muslims

CHISQ Trend

Distrust in future (fatalistic)

Intolerance

83,3863 <.0001 +

Distrust in society (rancorous) 2,8208 0,4201

Authoritarianism 142,564 <.0001 +

Ethnocentrism 212,6164 <.0001 +

Nationalism 8,7239 0,0332

Cynicism 62,8037 <.0001 +

Cosmopolitanism 17,495 0,0006 +



The explanatory variables

Variables
Less 

than 25

Between 

25 - 49,99

Between

50 - 74,99

More 

than 75
Total

Authoritarianism 11,79 23,78 37,21 27,22 100,00

Ethnocentrism 41,53 35,51 19,59 3,37 100,00

Nationalism 3,66 9,93 24,65 61,76 100,00

Distrust in the future 28,56 46,02 20,45 4,97 100,00

Distrust in society 4,55 23,81 46,35 25,29 100,00

Cynicism 61,73 30,70 6,60 0,96 100,00

Cosmopolitanism 1,04 5,90 29,24 63,82 100,00



Estimation of  Anti-Semitism  regression model

(R-square = .22)

Variables
Parameter

Estimate

Pr > |t|

AUTHORITARIANISM 4,15972 <.0001

ETHNOCENTRISM 5,56724 <.0001

CYNICISM 1,62670 0,0402

PRO BOYCOTT 2,04883 0,0061

DEGREE -1,59579 0,0302

GENDER (Female) -4,23330 <.0001

WIDTH OF TOWN 1,92394 0,0029

RAI 3 4,90835 <.0001

How often, do you navigate in Internet? -0,90983 0,0031

How often, do you watch national news? 1,55463 0,0246



• The research shows that racism is the result of 
three large collective phenomena or conditions 
that mark the Italian society:

• A) A widespread ethnocentrism and nationalism, 
which seems to feed a strong national or regional 
or ethnic identity is present in a large proportion 
of respondents. We argue that the ethno-national 
identity is a circumstance that favours the 
occurrence of prejudice. In the same time and in 
a recursive or circular logic, the anti-Semitic and 
anti-Muslim prejudice contributes to 
ethnocentrism in a classical dynamics based on 
the identification of a threatening out-group.



• B) A widespread authoritarianism, which is a reaction to 
anxieties and insecurities. Under conditions of particular 
uncertainty and social fragmentation, authoritarianism 
becomes a “flight from freedom”. It crystallizes in 
punitive attitudes and an obsessive request for 
compliance. Authoritarianism enter into a relationship of 
“reciprocal causality” with the prejudice, making this 
latter a functional substitute of the social and juridical 
covenant that should ensure the social cohesion. Racism 
is thus not only the source for new social ties, but also a 
tool to deal with the crisis of the rule of law.

• C) A widespread situation of anomie, or social 
uncertainty and distrust, which feeds the prejudice and 
produces the conditions for racism is the starting point 
for new forms of social solidarity, backed now on an 
aggressive but short-lived ethno-racial identity.



Path analysis of Anti-Semitism

• Analysis of intolerance towards Jews shows the 

effects of authoritarianism, ethnocentrism and 

distrust in future (proxy of anomie).

• The path model examines such effects mediated 

by the political position and the position towards 

Israel (item: “The Israeli government is acting with 

the Palestinians like the Nazis did with the Jews”).

• There is a relationship among position towards 

Israel, indicator of “intolerance towards Jews” and 

item “The Jews are not very tolerant”, taken as an 

absolute indicator of anti-Jewish feeling.



Tab. 7 - Intolerance towards Jews for position towards Israel 

(row percentages)

Intolerance towards Jews

Position towards Israel
Less 

than 25

Between 25 

- 49,99

Between

50 - 74,99

More 

than 75 Total N.

Be against 10.24 27.89 45.30 16.56 100,00 608

Be in favour 14.56 41.29 34.40 9.75 100,00 915

Total 12.84 35.94 38.75 12.47 100,00 1523

Jews are not very tolerant

Position towards Israel
False

Probably

False

Probably

True True Total N.

Be against 47.51 15.86 16.57 20.06 100,00 608

Be in favour 58.94 15.18 12.81 13.07 100,00 915

Total 54.45 15.44 14.29 15.81 100,00 1523

Tab. 8 - Anti-Jews for position towards Israel (row percentages)



Tab. 9 – Intolerance towards the Jews for political position 

(row percentages)

Intolerance towards Jews

Political position Less 

than 25

Between 

25 - 49,99

Between

50 - 74,99

More than 

75 Total N.

Left, Centre-Left 16.14 39.23 35.42 9.22 100,00 608

Right, Centre-Right 9.28 32.40 42.35 15.97 100,00 915

Total 12.84 35.94 38.75 12.47 100,00 1523

Position towards Israel

Political Position Be against Be in favour Total N.

Left, Centre-Left 10.24 27.89 100,00 608

Right, Centre-Right 14.56 41.29 100,00 915

Total 12.84 35.94 100,00 1523

Tab. 10 – Position towards Israel for political position 

(row percentages)



• As a matter of some interest concerns the political 
orientations given by the sample compared with the 
anti-Semitic prejudice, with the opinion expressed on 
Israel and the anti-Muslim prejudice. 

• The figure shows that among those who vote on the 
right frequently endure a traditional attitude of mistrust 
towards Jews and Judaism, expressing at the same time 
a position favourable to the State of Israel. 

• Conversely, among those who placed in the centre/left, 
there is less anti-Semitic attitudes in the classical sense, 
but more criticism of Israel, which assumes the 
characteristics of a preventive and prejudiced attitude. 

• People belonging to the left are less hostile to Muslims 
and more favourable to Islam than they are those 
belonging to the right.



Path between Authoritarianism and Intolerance towards Jews
R-square = 0,15

*path coefficients are standardized regression coefficients beta

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS JEWS
AUTHORITARIANISM

POLITICAL POSITION –

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISRAEL -

ADVERSE

+0,49

+0,33*

+0,18

-0,13

+0,17



Model with variables that affects Authoritarianism



Path between Ethnocentrism and Intolerance towards Jews
R-square = 0,19

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS JEWS
ETHNOCENTRISM

POLITICAL POSITION –

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISRAEL -

ADVERSE

+0,39

+0,37

+0,13

-0,09

+0,17



Model with variables that affect Ethnocentrism



Path between Distrust in future and Intolerance towards Jews
R-square = 0,10

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS JEWS

DISTRUST

IN FUTURE

POLITICAL POSITION –

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISRAEL -

ADVERSE

+0,15

+0,17

+0,16+0,20

-0,07

+0,19



Model with variables that affects Distrust in future



Path between Authoritarianism, Ethnocentrism, Distrust in future 

and Intolerance towards Jews (R-square = .18)

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS JEWS

ETHNOCENTRISM

AUTHORITARIANISM

+0,18

+0,29

DISTRUST

IN FUTURE

+0,61

+0,45

+0,41



Estimation of  Anti-Islamism  regression model

(R-square = .20)

Variables
Parameter

Estimate

Pr > |t|

AUTHORITARIANISM
4,08787 <.0001

ETHNOCENTRISM 3,16487 <.0001

EXTERNAL INTERVENTATION 3,19004 <.0001

AGE 0,13963 <.0001

How often do you read newspapers (no sport news)? 0,99034 0,0156

In the last month, how many hours did you wacht TV? 0,74194 0,0254

Don’t let Muslims pray in front of churches 4,13443 <.0001

RAI 2 1,97573 0,0004

Are you member of any associations, unions, parties or

others civil organizations?

-2,54119 0,0064



Path analysis of Anti-Islamism

• Here we repeat the path analysis of intolerance towards
Muslims studying the effects of authoritarianism,
ethnocentrism and distrust in future (proxy of anomie)
mediated by the political position and the position towards
Islam (item: “Don’t let Muslims pray in front of churches” il
39,06% of sample is agree).

• The position towards Islam is linked positively to the
indicator intolerance towards Muslims and item “Muslims
are not very tolerant” taken as an absolute indicator of anti-
Islamism feeling.

• The following tabels show relationship among political
position, intolerance towards Muslims and Islam.



Tab. 11 - Intolerance towards Muslims for position towards Islam 

(row percentages)

Intolerance towards Muslim

Position towards Islam
Less 

than 25

Between 

25 - 49,99

Between

50 - 74,99

More 

than 75 Total N.

Be against 4.98 17.21 41.46 36.35 100,00 595

Be in favour 4.63 15.79 40.29 39.29 100,00 928

Total 4.77 16.36 40.75 38.12 100,00 1523

Muslims are not very tolerant

Position towards Islam
False

Probably

False

Probably

True True Total N.

Be against 11.07 10.32 18.97 59.63 100,00 595

Be in favour 24.74 11.51 22.95 40.80 100,00 928

Total 54.45 15.44 14.29 15.81 100,00 1523

Tab. 12 - Anti-Islamics for position towards Islam (row percentages)



Tab. 13 – Intolerance towards the Muslims for political position 

(row percentages)

Intolerance towards Muslims

Political position
Less 

than 25

Between 25 

- 49,99

Between

50 - 74,99

More than 

75 Total N.

Left, Centre-Left 7.21 20.55 38.68 33.56 100,00 790

Right, Centre-Right 2.15 11.84 42.99 43.02 100,00 733

Total 4.77 16.36 40.75 38.12 100,00 1523

Position towards Islam

Political Position Be against Be in favour Total N.

Left, Centre-Left 29,50 70,50 100,00 790

Right, Centre-Right 49,36 50,64 100,00 733

Total 39,06 60,94 100,00 1523

Tab. 10 – Position towards Islam for political position 

(row percentages)



Path between Authoritarianism and Intolerance towards Muslims
R-square = .16

INTOLERANCE

TOWARDS MUSLIMS
AUTHORITARIANISM

POLITICAL POSITION -

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISLAM –

ADVERSE

+0,49

+0,34

+0,17

+0,16

+0,16



Model with variables that affect Authoritarianism



Path between Ethnocentrism and Intolerance towards Muslims
R-square = .13

INTOLERANCE

TOWARDS MUSLIMS
ETHNOCENTRISM

POLITICAL POSITION -

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISLAM –

ADVERSE

+0,39

+0,27

+0,22

+0,15

+0,15



Model with variables that affect Ethnocentrism



Path between Distrust in future and Intolerance towards Muslims
R-square = .09

INTOLERANCE

TOWARDS MUSLIMS

DISTRUST

IN FUTURE

POLITICAL POSITION -

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISLAM –

ADVERSE

+0,10

+0,13

+0,20

+0,24

+0,21



Model with variables that affects Distrust in future



Path between Authoritarianism, Ethnocentrism, Distrust in future 

and Intolerance towards Muslims (R-square = .15)

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS MUSLIMS

ETHNOCENTRISM

AUTHORITARIANISM

+0,26

+0,17

DISTRUST

IN FUTURE

+0,61

+0,45

+0,41



Path between Authoritarianism and Intolerance towards Jews 

and Muslims (R-square = .22)

INTOLERANCE

TOWARDS JEWS AND

MUSLIMS

AUTHORITARIANISM

POLITICAL POSITION -

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISLAM –

ADVERSE

+0,49

+0,41

+0,17

+0,16

+0,13

POSITION TO ISRAEL -

ADVERSE

+0,18

-0,13

+0,09



Path between Ethnocentrism and Intolerance towards Jews 

and Muslims (R-square = .22)

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS JEWS AND

MUSLIMS

ETHNOCENTRISM

POLITICAL POSITION -

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISLAM –

ADVERSE

+0,39

+0,39

+0,22

+0,15

+0,11

POSITION TO ISRAEL -

ADVERSE

+0,13

-0,09

+0,10



Path between Distrust in future and Intolerance towards Jews 

and Muslims (R-square = .13)

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS JEWS AND

MUSLIMS

DISTRUST

IN FUTURE

POLITICAL POSITION -

ON RIGHT

POSITION TO ISLAM –

ADVERSE

+0,20

+0,18

+0,24

+0,18

POSITION TO ISRAEL -

ADVERSE

+0,16

+0,12

+0,14

-0,07



Path among Authoritarianism, Ethnocentrism, Distrust in future and 

Intolerance towards Jews and Muslims (R-square = .25)

INTOLERANCE 

TOWARDS JEWS AND 

MUSLIMS

ETHNOCENTRISM

AUTHORITARIANISM

+0,27

+0,28

DISTRUST

IN FUTURE

+0,61

+0,45

+0,41



Source Year Question Answer %

Metis 

Research
2009

Jews are more loyal to Israel 

than to the country in which 

their live

probably true 

/true
46,9%

ADL 2007
Jews are more loyal to Israel 

than to this country
probably true 48,0%

ISPO 2007
Jews are more loyal to Israel 

than to Italy
agree 26,0 % 

ADL 2005
Jews are more loyal to Israel 

than to this country
probably true 55,0%

ADL 2002
Jews are more loyal to Israel 

than to this country
probably true 58,0%



Source Year Question Answer %

Metis 

Research
2009

Jews have too much power in 

international economy and 

finance 

probably true

/true
50,0%

ADL 2007
Jews have too much power in 

international financial markets
probably true 42,0%

ADL 2007
Jews have too much power in 

the business world
probably true 42,0%

ADL 2005
Jews have too much power in 

international financial markets
probably true 33,0%

ADL 2005
Jews have too much power in 

the business world
probably true 32,0%

ADL 2002
Jews have too much power in 

international financial markets
probably true 37,0%

ADL 2002
Jews have too much power in 

the business world
probably true 42,0%



Source Year Question Answer %

Metis 

Research
2009

Jews talk too much about

what happened to them in

the Holocaust

probably true 

/true
44,8%

ADL 2007

Jews still talk too much 

about what happened to 

them in the Holocaust

probably true 46,0%

ISPO 2007

Jews talk too much about 

their tragedies and forget 

those of others

agree 30,3%

ADL 2005

Jews still talk too much 

about what happened to 

them in the Holocaust

probably true 49,0%

ISPO 2005

Jews should stop to make 

the victims of 50 years ago 

persecutions

agree 31,0%



Conclusions
• High levels of anti-Semitism and of anti-Islamism (it is different 

from Islamophobia)

• Anti-Semitism feeling while analysed with factorial analysis 
shows three very distinct dimensions: group closeness, conspiracy, 
victimization.

• New anti-Semitism is more spread than old anti-Semitism

• Clear connection between position on Israel and anti-Semitism 
feelings.

• Great overlapping between antisemitism and anti-islamism

• Variables affecting prejudice are authoritarianism, ethnocentrism 
and anomie (distrust on future). Their influence is very clear at 
statistical level. 

• Path analysis model shows that the influence of explaining 
variables is mediated by political position.

• Right Wing people are more anti-semitic but less anti-zionist 
while Left Wing people are more anti-zionist and less anti-semitic.



• The research casts a glance on the prevalence of 
prejudice in Italy, a phenomenon that is often 
underestimated, if not outright denied. 

• The firm denial that racist attitudes exist in this country 
poses a double problem: on the one hand, this denial 
takes the form of self-exculpatory  behaviours considered 
limited to minority racial or ideological extreme 
situations that may also justify certain attitudes, and 
second, that denial is a proper strategy which, by denying 
the evidence of harmful policies, speeches, statements, 
does not openly violate the order of public discourse, 
which obviously is not racist. 

• Latter strategy generalizes the classical assertion that 
individuals use to excuse themselves from guilt: “I’m no 
racist, but ...”, and surreptitiously undermines the anti-
racist public discourse.


